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The former Israeli prime minister, Ehud Barak, describes the lesson of the Three Days of July as
being that the Israeli army can deal successfully with Hamas in the West Bank and in Gaza. Barak
was prime minister of Israel from 1999 to 2001 and is currently chairman of the Israel Democracy
Institute. Barak argues that Israel’s counter-terrorism strategy consists of three pillars. Firstly, the
Israeli army must manage, together with the Shin Bet and the Israel Defence Force, all the armed
actions that threaten the security of Israel. Secondly, it must limit the chances of war. Thirdly, it
must be prepared for war. In reality, however, Barak argues, the Israeli army uses all three pillars
simultaneously. “That’s the thing: we have managed to achieve all three goals with the aid of the
security forces and this is a very good thing. The IDF does its job very, very well. On the other hand,
it would be naive to believe that at this time, Israel’s army is prepared for war in the event of a
major escalation,” says Barak. “Therefore, in the event of an escalation in the current situation, we
must prepare. We must develop plans B, C, D and E, and we must adopt them.” Pressed to explain
how Israel’s army could simultaneously satisfy the three pillars of its counter-terrorism strategy,
Barak describes the Israeli response as a “multiplication of difficulties”. But he is adamant that
Israeli security forces must be able to tackle any Hamas threat. “We must not give in to the mood of
despair,”
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